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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1-18 have been examined and are rejected. 

Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), 
by another filed In the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a 
patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the 
invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty 
defined in section 351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application 
filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United States and 
was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Natsume, et al. (U.S. PGPub 2004/0199631). 

4. As per claims 1, 7, and 13, Natsume teaches a method for improving the devices 
in a domain, the method comprising 

receiving, within a network, a plurality of device effectiveness records for a first 
user created in a first domain; (Natsume, paragraphs 0080, 0081, 0099; see 
effectiveness measurements, e.g., of paragraphs 0114-0115) 

storing the plurality of device effectiveness records; (Natsume, paragraphs 0099, 
0102, and 0114) 
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identifying an effective device ID for tlie first user in dependence upon the 
plurality of device effectiveness records; and (Natsume, paragraphs 0099, 0100, 0101, 
and 01 1 5, where a device is identified) 

notifying a second user in a second domain of the effective device ID (Natsume, 
paragraphs 0071. 0081, 0100, 0102, 0166-0168. 0189. and 0190). 

5. As per claims 2, 8, and 14. Natsume teaches the system further wherein 
identifying an effective device ID for the first user in dependence upon the plurality of 
device effectiveness records comprises comparing at least two device effectiveness 
records (Natsume. paragraphs 0099, 0100, 0101. and 0115). 

6. As per claims 3, 9, and 15. Natsume teaches the system further wherein 
identifying an effective device ID for the first user in dependence upon the plurality of 
device effectiveness records comprises mining the plurality of device effectiveness 
records (Natsume. paragraphs 0099. 0100. 0101. and 0115,). 

7. As per claims 4, 10, and 16, Natsume teaches the system further wherein an 
effective device ID identifies a new device for the user (Natsume, paragraphs 0071 , 
0081, 0100. 0102. 0166-0168, 0189, 0190, e.g., where related device IDs are 
suggested). 
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8. As per claims 5, 1 1 , and 17, Natsume teaches the system further wherein an 
effective device ID identifies an upgrade for an existing device for the user (Natsume, 
paragraphs 0071, 0081, 0100, 0102, 0166-0168, 0189, and 0190, e.g., where related 
device IDs are suggested). 

9. As per claims 6, 12, and 18, Natsume teaches the system further comprising 
creating a device effectiveness record (Natsume, paragraphs 0080, 0081, and 0099; 
see effectiveness measurements, e.g., of paragraphs 01 14-01 15). 

Conclusion 

1 0. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. This includes: 

U.S. PGPub 2002/01 1 1172, which describes a method of location-based user 
profiling; 

. U.S. PGPub 2002/0090954, which describes a method of attribute-based user 
suggestions; and 

U.S. PGPub 2002/0047861, which describes a technique of profiling users based 
on data mining. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Nicholas Taylor whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
3889. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 8:00am to 5:30pm, 
with alternating Fridays off. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Rupal Dharia can be reached on (571) 272-3880. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571) 273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Inforrriation Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should . 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Nicholas Taylor 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2141 




